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Aim
While many people aspire for quality research, there are different understandings of quality,

priorities within a team, and perspectives about how to get there. This tool helps discuss these
different ideas of quality.

Quality of Research

Through our research, we asked lecturers across higher education institutions what they
considered quality research to be. We heard different perspectives across the following themes:

This includes asking what is the
purpose of the research, and for
who is it relevant. This might
include scientific/professional
disciplines, or increasing student
motivation in the topic.

This includes theory,
Relevance research question itself.

Is the research
meeting a need?

Design
Does the design meet
the research question?
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methodology, and defining the

This might have
scientific value,
building new

knowledge or insights.

But this might also
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Value

What is the
value/impact
of the research?

&

have practical value,
having an applicable
or useable outcome.

This includes the structure of
reporting, attention to details,
raising new insights, and
drawing conclusions that are
both valuable and transparent
based on the results.
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End product
How are the results
of the research
being reported?
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Execution

How is the research
being executed?

Researcher

Who is involved
in the research?

This includes having the
right skills, the right
characteristics (curious,
critical thinking,
collaborative), the right
capacity (available time
and hours), and involving

everyone who is needed.

This includes how thorough
the data collection and
management is, conducting
analyses properly, or changing
the research method if
needed

By discussing each of these qualities within your team, you can identify strengths, areas for
improvement and prioritise actions to take. There is no hierarchy to these qualities, or a particular
order you have to discuss them in. Rather, each team will likely have different priorities and areas
for improvement. You can adapt these discussions for your target group, for example within a
teaching team, or at an organisational level.
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